
  
CROQUET NORTH 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting,  
at Tyneside CC on 4th November 2023 

Present—  
Dennis Scarr, David Millener, Terry Vernazza, Don Morton, Arnie Clegg, Peter Tymms 

1 .Apologies for absence from-Jane Pringle, Nigel Martin, Derek Johnson, Julian Gibson, 
Mick Lock 

2  Minutes of Committee Meeting, 18th March 2023— Accepted. 

3  Matters Arising, not on the Agenda for this meeting—Eric Nixon has confirmed that he 
has stood down as a Trustee. 

4 Club Reports — Written reports were circulated to all committee members prior to the 
meeting and briefly discussed. (Summaries will be included in the Secretary’s Report for 
2023 which will be posted to the CN web site in January) 
—Alnmouth—Concern and comments expressed regarding the GC League for 2024. 
—Auckland—The best season for several years. 
—Backworth— Would like to host an event for CN next year.(Turner Giblet perhaps?) 
—Bamburgh—GC Team Tournament for 2024 will be 15th June 
—Belsay Hall—Difficulties attracting members for competitive play 
—Durham—A busy season 
—Middlesbrough—Playing facilities gradually improving. 
—Tyneside—Lawns are good and open for keen club players during the winter. 
  Nora Burbridge has been presented with a CA Diploma for club services. 

5 AC and EP Leagues etc.—Julian had issued a report which was discussed and will be-
come available on the web site. 

6 GC Leagues and Competitions—Peter Tymms to issue a report to CN Committee Mem-
bers which will become available on the web site.      PT 
It has been suggested that a possible award for the ‘new’ CN GC Doubles ‘B’ Championship 
might be established in memory of Freda Vitty.  
It seems likely that small changes to the GC League Rules for 2024 will be proposed by Pe-
ter Tymms in January. (Peter is aware of the very recent email communications between 
Derek Johnson and Mick Lock.)         PT 

7 Finance—In the absence of the Treasurer this was not discussed. 
           cont. 



8 CA and CN Matters 

HMRC and Trustees 
In November 2022 the CA, at the instigation of Ian Burridge (the CA Treasurer who is also a 
member of Nottingham CC), had communicated a possible need for federations and clubs to 
register with HMRC. Since then efforts have been made to obtain clarification. Our Chairman 
advised that at a Zoom meeting of Federation Chairmen it was reported that Nottingham CC 
had further investigated this matter with HMRC and concluded that no further action was re-
quired. It was also said that HMRC main concern was about money laundering issues, there-
fore it was unlikely that small federations and clubs would be ‘targeted’. No further CN action 
is considered necessary. 
Eric Nixon is no longer a trustee. Charles Waterfield remains a trustee and Roger Staples 
has agreed to continue as a Trustee. Two trustees is the minimum number as per our consti-
tution but it would be preferable to have at least one more trustee.    DM 

Potential Committee Changes 
We have not been able to fill the vacancies arising from the resignations of Derek Johnson 
and Roger Staples for the positions of Coaching Officer and Development Officer. Derek 
Johnson has also given notice of his intention to stand down from being Treasurer, so CN are 
looking for a replacement to be appointed at our AGM in March 2024. All committee mem-
bers were asked to help search for a potential replacement..   ALL 

CN Constitution Changes 
Re-Para 6—Recent CA organisational changes resulted in the position of a joint CA ‘Consti-
tutional’ Representative (with the Yorkshire Federation) instead of individual Federation Rep-
resentatives. The CN Constitution needs to reflect this change. Reference to the CA now 
needs to change to CE (Croquet England)       DM 

9 AOB—Members from the Jarrow U3A club recently played a friendly at Riverside Park and 
had expressed interest in (re) joining the CA and CN. There has been some email messages 
between Durham, Jarrow U3A and CN about this. The issue is currently being considered 
further by Jarrow U3A. 

10 Dates of future meetings  

The next Ex Committee meeting will be on Saturday 27th January 2024. 
The AGM and Ex-Committee Meeting will be on Saturday 16th March 2024 

These minutes are subject to formal acceptance at the next CN Committee Meeting. 
David Millener—-Secretary——05/11/23 
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